Engaging Gospel Doctrine: 198
BoM Lesson 25: “They Taught with Power and Authority of God”

Link to Online Lesson: “They Taught with Power and Authority of God”

Class Member Reading: Alma 17-22

Alma 17

1 And now it came to pass that as Alma was journeying from the land of Gideon
southward, away to the land of Manti, behold, to his astonishment, he met with the sons
of Mosiah journeying towards the land of Zarahemla.

2 Now these sons of Mosiah were with Alma at the time the angel first appeared unto
him; therefore Alma did rejoice exceedingly to see his brethren; and what added more to
his joy, they were still his brethren in the Lord; yea, and they had waxed strong in the
knowledge of the truth; for they were men of a sound understanding and they
had searched the scriptures diligently, that they might know the word of God.

3 But this is not all; they had given themselves to much prayer, and fasting; therefore
they had the spirit of prophecy, and the spirit of revelation, and when they taught, they
taught with power and authority of God.

4 And they had been teaching the word of God for the space of fourteen years among the
Lamanites, having had much success in bringing many to the knowledge of the truth;
yea, by the power of their words many were brought before the altar of God, to call on
his name and confess their sins before him.

5 Now these are the circumstances which attended them in their journeyings, for they
had many afflictions; they did suffer much, both in body and in mind, such as hunger,
thirst and fatigue, and also much labor in the spirit.

This brings to mind the difference between living our lives and then telling stories about
our lives. It is easy to focus on the high or low points when telling the story, shaping
events into a satisfying narrative... but living through hard experiences hurts and can be
a day to day, hour by hour, even minute by minute test of endurance. I find that labor of
the mind and heart and soul is even more strenuous and painful than physical
discomfort.

6 Now these were their journeyings: Having taken leave of their father, Mosiah, in

the first year of the judges; having refused the kingdom which their father was desirous
to confer upon them, and also this was the minds of the people;

7 Nevertheless they departed out of the land of Zarahemla, and took their swords, and
their spears, and their bows, and their arrows, and their slings; and this they did that they
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might provide food for themselves while in the wilderness. The clarification about food
emphasizes their peaceful mission —they seek to provide for themselves even above
defending themselves (though we see they do that as well).

8 And thus they departed into the wilderness with their numbers which they
had selected, to go up to the land of Nephi, to preach the word of God unto the
Lamanites.

9 And it came to pass that they journeyed many days in the wilderness, and they fasted
much and prayed much that the Lord would grant unto them a portion of his Spirit to go
with them, and abide with them, that they might be an instrument in the hands of God to
bring, if it were possible, their brethren, the Lamanites, to the knowledge of the truth, to
the knowledge of the baseness of the traditions of their fathers, which were not correct.
This is tricky, problematic even. Sure, to a degree ALL of our traditions “are not correct”.
But we need to be very careful because usually “not correct” really just means “disagrees
with us.”

10 And it came to pass that the Lord did visit them with his Spirit, and said unto them:
Be comforted. And they were comforted.

11 And the Lord said unto them also: Go forth among the Lamanites, thy brethren, and
establish my word; yet ye shall be patient in long-suffering and afflictions, that ye may
show forth good examples unto them in me, and I will make an instrument of thee in my
hands unto the salvation of many souls. Doing this is really hard.

12 And it came to pass that the hearts of the sons of Mosiah, and also those who were
with them, took courage to go forth unto the Lamanites to declare unto them the word of
God.

13 And it came to pass when they had arrived in the borders of the land of the
Lamanites, that they separated themselves and departed one from another, trusting in the
Lord that they should meet again at the close of their harvest; for they supposed that
great was the work which they had undertaken. Incredibly dangerous/trusting.

14 And assuredly it was great, for they had undertaken to preach the word of God to
a wild and a hardened and a ferocious people; a people who delighted in murdering the
Nephites, and robbing and plundering them; and their hearts were set upon riches, or
upon gold and silver, and precious stones; yet they sought to obtain these things by
murdering and plundering, that they might not labor for them with their own hands.

15 Thus they were a very indolent people, many of whom did worship idols, and
the curse of God had fallen upon them because of the traditions of their fathers;
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notwithstanding the promises of the Lord were extended unto them on the conditions of
repentance. Very strong overlay of Nephite rhetoric.

16 Therefore, this was the cause for which the sons of Mosiah had undertaken the work,
that perhaps they might bring them unto repentance; that perhaps they might bring them
to know of the plan of redemption.

17 Therefore they separated themselves one from another, and went forth among them,
every man alone, according to the word and power of God which was given unto him.

18 Now Ammon being the chief among them, or rather he did administer unto them,
and he departed from them, after having blessed them according to their several stations,
having imparted the word of God unto them, or administered unto them before his
departure; and thus they took their several journeys throughout the land. Aaron was the
oldest... seems like Ammon was the most spiritually gifted?

19 And Ammon went to the land of Ishmael, the land being called after the sons
of Ishmael, who also became Lamanites.

20 And as Ammon entered the land of Ishmael, the Lamanites took him and bound him,
as was their custom to bind all the Nephites who fell into their hands, and carry them
before the king; and thus it was left to the pleasure of the king to slay them, or to retain
them in captivity, or to cast them into prison, or to cast them out of his land, according to
his will and pleasure.

21 And thus Ammon was carried before the king who was over the land of Ishmael; and
his name was Lamoni; and he was a descendant of Ishmael.

22 And the king inquired of Ammon if it were his desire to dwell in the land among the
Lamanites, or among his people.

23 And Ammon said unto him: Yea, I desire to dwell among this people for a time; yea,
and perhaps until the day I die. Ammon went all in, fully committed to the people he
was serving. That is what impressed the king.

24 And it came to pass that king Lamoni was much pleased with Ammon, and caused
that his bands should be loosed; and he would that Ammon should take one of his
daughters to wife.

25 But Ammon said unto him: Nay, but I will be thy servant. Therefore Ammon became
a servant to king Lamoni. And it came to pass that he was set among other servants to
watch the flocks of Lamoni, according to the custom of the Lamanites.

26 And after he had been in the service of the king three days, as he was with the
Lamanitish servants going forth with their flocks to the place of water, which was called
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the water of Sebus, and all the Lamanites drive their flocks hither, that they may have
water —

27 Therefore, as Ammon and the servants of the king were driving forth their flocks to
this place of water, behold, a certain number of the Lamanites, who had been with their
flocks to water, stood and scattered the flocks of Ammon and the servants of the king,
and they scattered them insomuch that they fled many ways.

28 Now the servants of the king began to murmur, saying: Now the king will slay us, as
he has our brethren because their flocks were scattered by the wickedness of these men.
And they began to weep exceedingly, saying: Behold, our flocks are scattered already.

29 Now they wept because of the fear of being slain. Now when Ammon saw this his
heart was swollen within him with joy; for, said he, I will show forth my power unto
these my fellow-servants, or the power which is in me, in restoring these flocks unto the
king, that I may win the hearts of these my fellow-servants, that I may lead them to
believe in my words.

30 And now, these were the thoughts of Ammon, when he saw the afflictions of those
whom he termed to be his brethren.

31 And it came to pass that he flattered them by his words, saying: My brethren, be of
good cheer and let us go in search of the flocks, and we will gather them together and
bring them back unto the place of water; and thus we will preserve the flocks unto the
king and he will not slay us.

32 And it came to pass that they went in search of the flocks, and they did follow
Ammon, and they rushed forth with much swiftness and did head the flocks of the king,
and did gather them together again to the place of water.

33 And those men again stood to scatter their flocks; but Ammon said unto his brethren:
Encircle the flocks round about that they flee not; and I go and contend with these men
who do scatter our flocks.

34 Therefore, they did as Ammon commanded them, and he went forth and stood to
contend with those who stood by the waters of Sebus; and they were in number not a
few.

35 Therefore they did not fear Ammon, for they supposed that one of their men could
slay him according to their pleasure, for they knew not that the Lord had promised
Mosiah that he would deliver his sons out of their hands; neither did they know anything
concerning the Lord; therefore they delighted in the destruction of their brethren; and for
this cause they stood to scatter the flocks of the king.
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36 But Ammon stood forth and began to cast stones at them with his sling; yea, with
mighty power he did sling stones amongst them; and thus he slew a certain number of
them insomuch that they began to be astonished at his power; nevertheless they were
angry because of the slain of their brethren, and they were determined that he should fall;
therefore, seeing that they could not hit him with their stones, they came forth with clubs
to slay him.

37 But behold, every man that lifted his club to smite Ammon, he smote off their arms
with his sword; for he did withstand their blows by smiting their arms with the edge of
his sword, insomuch that they began to be astonished, and began to flee before him; yea,
and they were not few in number; and he caused them to flee by the strength of his arm.

38 Now six of them had fallen by the sling, but he slew none save it were their leader
with his sword; and he smote off as many of their arms as were lifted against him, and
they were not a few.

39 And when he had driven them afar off, he returned and they watered their flocks and
returned them to the pasture of the king, and then went in unto the king, bearing the
arms which had been smitten off by the sword of Ammon, of those who sought to slay
him; and they were carried in unto the king for a testimony of the things which they had
done.

Alma 18

1 And it came to pass that king Lamoni caused that his servants should stand forth and
testify to all the things which they had seen concerning the matter.

2 And when they had all testified to the things which they had seen, and he had learned
of the faithfulness of Ammon in preserving his flocks, and also of his great power in
contending against those who sought to slay him, he was astonished exceedingly, and
said: Surely, this is more than a man. Behold, is not this the Great Spirit who doth send
such great punishments upon this people, because of their murders?

3 And they answered the king, and said: Whether he be the Great Spirit or a man, we
know not; but this much we do know, that he cannot be slain by the enemies of the king;
neither can they scatter the king’s flocks when he is with us, because of his expertness
and great strength; therefore, we know that he is a friend to the king. And now, O king,
we do not believe that a man has such great power, for we know he cannot be slain.

4 And now, when the king heard these words, he said unto them: Now I know that it is
the Great Spirit; and he has come down at this time to preserve your lives, that I might
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not slay you as I did your brethren. Now this is the Great Spirit of whom our fathers have
spoken.

5 Now this was the tradition of Lamoni, which he had received from his father, that
there was a Great Spirit. Notwithstanding they believed in a Great Spirit, they supposed
that whatsoever they did was right; nevertheless, Lamoni began to fear exceedingly, with
fear lest he had done wrong in slaying his servants;

6 For he had slain many of them because their brethren had scattered their flocks at the
place of water; and thus, because they had had their flocks scattered they were slain.

7 Now it was the practice of these Lamanites to stand by the waters of Sebus to scatter
the flocks of the people, that thereby they might drive away many that were scattered
unto their own land, it being a practice of plunder among them.

8 And it came to pass that king Lamoni inquired of his servants, saying: Where is this
man that has such great power?

9 And they said unto him: Behold, he is feeding thy horses. Now the king had
commanded his servants, previous to the time of the watering of their flocks, that they
should prepare his horses and chariots, and conduct him forth to the land of Nephi; for
there had been a great feast appointed at the land of Nephi, by the father of Lamoni, who
was king over all the land. Such a great moment.

10 Now when king Lamoni heard that Ammon was preparing his horses and
his chariots he was more astonished, because of the faithfulness of Ammon, saying:
Surely there has not been any servant among all my servants that has been so faithful as
this man; for even he doth remember all my commandments to execute them.

11 Now I surely know that this is the Great Spirit, and I would desire him that he come
in unto me, but I durst not.

12 And it came to pass that when Ammon had made ready the horses and the chariots
for the king and his servants, he went in unto the king, and he saw that
thecountenance of the king was changed; therefore he was about to return out of his
presence.

13 And one of the king’s servants said unto him, Rabbanah, which is, being interpreted,
powerful or great king, considering their kings to be powerful; and thus he said unto
him: Rabbanah, the king desireth thee to stay.

14 Therefore Ammon turned himself unto the king, and said unto him: What wilt thou
that I should do for thee, O king? And the king answered him not for the space of an
hour, according to their time, for he knew not what he should say unto him.
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15 And it came to pass that Ammon said unto him again: What desirest thou of me? But
the king answered him not. Relentlessly service oriented.

16 And it came to pass that Ammon, being filled with the Spirit of God, therefore he
perceived the thoughts of the king. And he said unto him: Is it because thou hast heard
that I defended thy servants and thy flocks, and slew seven of their brethren with the
sling and with the sword, and smote off the arms of others, in order to defend thy flocks
and thy servants; behold, is it this that causeth thy marvelings?

17 I say unto you, what is it, that thy marvelings are so great? Behold, I am a man, and
am thy servant; therefore, whatsoever thou desirest which is right, that will I do.

18 Now when the king had heard these words, he marveled again, for he beheld that
Ammon could discern his thoughts; but notwithstanding this, king Lamoni did open his
mouth, and said unto him: Who art thou? Art thou that Great Spirit, who knows all
things?

19 Ammon answered and said unto him: I am not.

20 And the king said: How knowest thou the thoughts of my heart? Thou mayest speak
boldly, and tell me concerning these things; and also tell me by what power ye slew and
smote off the arms of my brethren that scattered my flocks —

21 And now, if thou wilt tell me concerning these things, whatsoever thou desirest I will
give unto thee; and if it were needed, I would guard thee with my armies; but I know
that thou art more powerful than all they; nevertheless, whatsoever thou desirest of me I
will grant it unto thee. This is so important.. Ammon’s love and service and devotion has
completely won over Lamoni, and so now Ammon can speak and teach freely.

22 Now Ammon being wise, yet harmless, he said unto Lamoni: Wilt thou hearken unto
my words, if I tell thee by what power I do these things? And this is the thing that I
desire of thee.

23 And the king answered him, and said: Yea, I will believe all thy words. And thus he
was caught with guile.

24 And Ammon began to speak unto him with boldness, and said unto him: Believest
thou that there is a God?

25 And he answered, and said unto him: I do not know what that meaneth. Good
student, impressively humble king. He is not afraid to say he doesn’t know.

26 And then Ammon said: Believest thou that there is a Great Spirit? Ammon shifts his
terminology so Lamoni will understand.

27 And he said, Yea.
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28 And Ammon said: This is God. And Ammon said unto him again: Believest thou that
this Great Spirit, who is God, created all things which are in heaven and in the earth?

29 And he said: Yea, I believe that he created all things which are in the earth; but I do
not know the heavens.

30 And Ammon said unto him: The heavens is a place where God dwells and all his holy
angels.

31 And king Lamoni said: Is it above the earth?

32 And Ammon said: Yea, and he looketh down upon all the children of men; and
he knows all the thoughts and intents of the heart; for by his hand were they all created
from the beginning.

33 And king Lamoni said: I believe all these things which thou hast spoken. Art
thou sent from God?

34 Ammon said unto him: I am a man; and man in the beginning was created after the
image of God, and I am called by his Holy Spirit to teach these things unto this people,
that they may be brought to a knowledge of that which is just and true;

35 And a portion of that Spirit dwelleth in me, which giveth me knowledge, and also
power according to my faith and desires which are in God.

36 Now when Ammon had said these words, he began at the creation of the world, and
also the creation of Adam, and told him all the things concerning the fall of man, and
rehearsed and laid before him the records and the holy scriptures of the people, which
had been spoken by the prophets, even down to the time that their father, Lehi, left
Jerusalem.

37 And he also rehearsed unto them (for it was unto the king and to his servants) all the
journeyings of their fathers in the wilderness, and all their sufferings with hunger and
thirst, and their travail, and so forth.

38 And he also rehearsed unto them concerning the rebellions of Laman and Lemuel,
and the sons of Ishmael, yea, all their rebellions did he relate unto them; and he
expounded unto them all the records and scriptures from the time that Lehi left
Jerusalem down to the present time. Isn’t it a problem that Ammon is teaching the king
the history of his people from the perspective of the Nephites??

39 But this is not all; for he expounded unto them the plan of redemption, which was
prepared from the foundation of the world; and he also made known unto them
concerning the coming of Christ, and all the works of the Lord did he make known unto
them.
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40 And it came to pass that after he had said all these things, and expounded them to the
king, that the king believed all his words.

41 And he began to cry unto the Lord, saying: O Lord, have mercy; according to thy
abundant mercy which thou hast had upon the people of Nephi, have upon me, and my
people.

42 And now, when he had said this, he fell unto the earth,as if he were dead.

43 And it came to pass that his servants took him and carried him in unto his wife, and
laid him upon a bed; and he lay as if he were dead for the space of two days and two
nights; and his wife, and his sons, and his daughters mourned over him, after the
manner of the Lamanites, greatly lamenting his loss.

Alma 19

1 And it came to pass that after two days and two nights they were about to take
his body and lay it in a sepulchre, which they had made for the purpose of burying their
dead.

2 Now the queen having heard of the fame of Ammon, therefore she sent and desired
that he should come in unto her. She waits until she has fulfilled her cultural obligations,
but then proactively reaches out to Ammon.

3 And it came to pass that Ammon did as he was commanded, and went in unto the
queen, and desired to know what she would that he should do.

4 And she said unto him: The servants of my husband have made it known unto me that
thou art a prophet of a holy God, and that thou hast power to do many mighty works in
his name;

5 Therefore, if this is the case, I would that ye should go in and see my husband, for he
has been laid upon his bed for the space of two days and two nights; and some say that
he is not dead, but others say that he is dead and that he stinketh, and that he ought to be
placed in the sepulchre; but as for myself, to me he doth not stink.

6 Now, this was what Ammon desired, for he knew that king Lamoni was under the
power of God; he knew that the dark veil of unbelief was being cast away from his mind,
and the light which did light up his mind, which was the light of the glory of God, which
was a marvelous light of his goodness —yea, this light had infused such joy into his soul,
the cloud of darkness having been dispelled, and that the light of everlasting life was lit
up in his soul, yea, he knew that this had overcome his natural frame, and he was carried
away in God —
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7 Therefore, what the queen desired of him was his only desire. Therefore, he went in
to see the king according as the queen had desired him; and he saw the king, and he
knew that he was not dead. Ammon purely aligns himself with the needs of those he is
serving.

8 And he said unto the queen: He is not dead, but he sleepeth in God, and on the
morrow he shall rise again; therefore bury him not.

9 And Ammon said unto her: Believest thou this? And she said unto him: I have had no
witness save thy word, and the word of our servants; nevertheless I believe that it shall
be according as thou hast said.

10 And Ammon said unto her: Blessed art thou because of thy exceeding faith; I say unto
thee, woman, there has not been such great faith among all the people of the Nephites.

11 And it came to pass that she watched over the bed of her husband, from that time
even until that time on the morrow which Ammon had appointed that he should rise.

12 And it came to pass that he arose, according to the words of Ammon; and as he arose,
he stretched forth his hand unto the woman, and said: Blessed be the name of God, and
blessed art thou.

13 For as sure as thou livest, behold, I have seen my Redeemer; and he shall come forth,
and be born of a woman, and he shall redeem all mankind who believe on his name.
Now, when he had said these words, his heart was swollen within him, and he sunk
again with joy; and the queen also sunk down, being overpowered by the Spirit.

14 Now Ammon seeing the Spirit of the Lord poured out according to his prayers upon
the Lamanites, his brethren, who had been the cause of so much mourning among the
Nephites, or among all the people of God because of their iniquities and their traditions,
he fell upon his knees, and began to pour out his soul in prayer and thanksgiving to
God for what he had done for his brethren; and he was also overpowered with joy; and
thus they all three had sunk to the earth. I love the idea of being “overpowered by joy”

15 Now, when the servants of the king had seen that they had fallen, they also began to
cry unto God, for the fear of the Lord had come upon them also, for it was they who had
stood before the king and testified unto him concerning the great power of Ammon.

16 And it came to pass that they did call on the name of the Lord, in their might, even
until they had all fallen to the earth, save it were one of the Lamanitish women, whose
name was Abish, she having been converted unto the Lord for many years, on account of
a remarkable vision of her father —
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17 Thus, having been converted to the Lord, and never having made it known, therefore,
when she saw that all the servants of Lamoni had fallen to the earth, and also her
mistress, the queen, and the king, and Ammon lay prostrate upon the earth, she knew
that it was the power of God; and supposing that this opportunity, by making known
unto the people what had happened among them, that by beholding this scene it
would cause them to believe in the power of God, therefore she ran forth from house to
house, making it known unto the people.

18 And they began to assemble themselves together unto the house of the king. And
there came a multitude, and to their astonishment, they beheld the king, and the queen,
and their servants prostrate upon the earth, and they all lay there as though they were
dead; and they also saw Ammon, and behold, he was a Nephite.

19 And now the people began to murmur among themselves; some saying that it was a
great evil that had come upon them, or upon the king and his house, because he had
suffered that the Nephite should remain in the land.

20 But others rebuked them, saying: The king hath brought this evil upon his house,
because he slew his servants who had had their flocks scattered at the waters of Sebus.

21 And they were also rebuked by those men who had stood at the waters of Sebus
and scattered the flocks which belonged to the king, for they were angry with Ammon
because of the number which he had slain of their brethren at the waters of Sebus, while
defending the flocks of the king.

22 Now, one of them, whose brother had been slain with the sword of Ammon, being
exceedingly angry with Ammon, drew his sword and went forth that he might let it fall
upon Ammon, to slay him; and as he lifted the sword to smite him, behold, he fell dead.
Again we have the theodicy problem of selective miracles.

23 Now we see that Ammon could not be slain, for the Lord had said unto Mosiah, his
father: I will spare him, and it shall be unto him according to thy faith —therefore,
Mosiah trusted him unto the Lord.

24 And it came to pass that when the multitude beheld that the man had fallen dead,
who lifted the sword to slay Ammon, fear came upon them all, and they durst not put
forth their hands to touch him or any of those who had fallen; and they began to marvel
again among themselves what could be the cause of this great power, or what all these
things could mean.

25 And it came to pass that there were many among them who said that Ammon was
the Great Spirit, and others said he was sent by the Great Spirit;

Page 11 of 25



Engaging Gospel Doctrine: 198
BoM Lesson 25: “They Taught with Power and Authority of God”

26 But others rebuked them all, saying that he was a monster, who had been sent from
the Nephites to torment them.

27 And there were some who said that Ammon was sent by the Great Spirit to afflict
them because of their iniquities; and that it was the Great Spirit that had always attended
the Nephites, who had ever delivered them out of their hands; and they said that it was
this Great Spirit who had destroyed so many of their brethren, the Lamanites.

28 And thus the contention began to be exceedingly sharp among them. And while they
were thus contending, the woman servant who had caused the multitude to be gathered
together came, and when she saw the contention which was among the multitude she
was exceedingly sorrowful, even unto tears. Her good intentions backfired.

29 And it came to pass that she went and took the queen by the hand, that perhaps she
might raise her from the ground; and as soon as she touched her hand she arose and
stood upon her feet, and cried with a loud voice, saying: O blessed Jesus, who has saved
me from an awful hell! O blessed God, have mercy on this people!

30 And when she had said this, she clasped her hands, being filled with joy, speaking
many words which were not understood; and when she had done this, she took the king,
Lamoni, by the hand, and behold he arose and stood upon his feet.

31 And he, immediately, seeing the contention among his people, went forth and began
to rebuke them, and to teach them the words which he had heard from the mouth of
Ammon; and as many as heard his words believed, and were converted unto the Lord.

32 But there were many among them who would not hear his words; therefore they went
their way.

33 And it came to pass that when Ammon arose he also administered unto them, and
also did all the servants of Lamoni; and they did all declare unto the people the selfsame
thing —that their hearts had been changed; that they had no more desire to do evil.

34 And behold, many did declare unto the people that they had seen angels and had
conversed with them; and thus they had told them things of God, and of his
righteousness.

35 And it came to pass that there were many that did believe in their words; and as
many as did believe were baptized; and they became a righteous people, and they did
establish a church among them.

36 And thus the work of the Lord did commence among the Lamanites; thus the Lord
did begin to pour out his Spirit upon them; and we see that his arm is extended to
all people who will repent and believe on his name. It seems the even Mormon struggles
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between gospel principles and Nephite prejudice. Perhaps he is able to respect the
Lamanites once they “convert” but not when they live according to their traditions.

Alma 20
1 And it came to pass that when they had established a church in that land, that king

Lamoni desired that Ammon should go with him to the land of Nephi, that he might
show him unto his father.

2 And the voice of the Lord came to Ammon, saying: Thou shalt not go up to the land of
Nephi, for behold, the king will seek thy life; but thou shalt go to the land of Middoni; for
behold, thy brother Aaron, and also Muloki and Ammah are in prison.

3 Now it came to pass that when Ammon had heard this, he said unto Lamoni: Behold,
my brother and brethren are in prison at Middoni, and I go that I may deliver them.

4 Now Lamoni said unto Ammon: I know, in the strength of the Lord thou canst do all
things. But behold, I will go with thee to the land of Middoni; for the king of the land of
Middoni, whose name is Antiomno, is a friend unto me; therefore I go to the land of
Middoni, that  may flatter the king of the land, and he will cast thy brethren out of
prison. Now Lamoni said unto him: Who told thee that thy brethren were in prison? This
verse touches and entertains me.

5 And Ammon said unto him: No one hath told me, save it be God; and he said unto
me—Go and deliver thy brethren, for they are in prison in the land of Middoni.

6 Now when Lamoni had heard this he caused that his servants should make ready
his horses and his chariots.

7 And he said unto Ammon: Come, I will go with thee down to the land of Middoni, and
there I will plead with the king that he will cast thy brethren out of prison.

8 And it came to pass that as Ammon and Lamoni were journeying thither, they met the
father of Lamoni, who was king over all the land.

9 And behold, the father of Lamoni said unto him: Why did ye not come to the feast on
that great day when I made a feast unto my sons, and unto my people?

10 And he also said: Whither art thou going with this Nephite, who is one of the
children of a liar? Prejudices go both ways.

11 And it came to pass that Lamoni rehearsed unto him whither he was going, for he
feared to offend him.

12 And he also told him all the cause of his tarrying in his own kingdom, that he did not
go unto his father to the feast which he had prepared.
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13 And now when Lamoni had rehearsed unto him all these things, behold, to his
astonishment, his father was angry with him, and said: Lamoni, thou art going to deliver
these Nephites, who are sons of a liar. Behold, he robbed our fathers; and now his
children are also come amongst us that they may, by their cunning and their lyings,
deceive us, that they again may rob us of our property.

14 Now the father of Lamoni commanded him that he should slay Ammon with the
sword. And he also commanded him that he should not go to the land of Middoni, but
that he should return with him to the land ofIshmael.

15 But Lamoni said unto him: I will not slay Ammon, neither will I return to the land of
Ishmael, but I go to the land of Middoni that I may release the brethren of Ammon, for I
know that they are just men and holy prophets of the true God.

16 Now when his father had heard these words, he was angry with him, and he drew his
sword that he might smite him to the earth.

17 But Ammon stood forth and said unto him: Behold, thou shalt not slay thy son;
nevertheless, it were better that he should fall than thee, for behold, he has repented of
his sins; but if thou shouldst fall at this time, in thine anger, thy soul could not be saved.

18 And again, it is expedient that thou shouldst forbear; for if thou shouldst slay thy son,
he being an innocent man, his blood would cry from the ground to the Lord his God, for
vengeance to come upon thee; and perhaps thou wouldst lose thy soul.

19 Now when Ammon had said these words unto him, he answered him, saying: I know
that if I should slay my son, that I should shed innocent blood; for it is thou that hast
sought to destroy him.

20 And he stretched forth his hand to slay Ammon. But Ammon withstood his blows,
and also smote his arm that he could not use it.

21 Now when the king saw that Ammon could slay him, he began to plead with
Ammon that he would spare his life. Only power could open this king’s mind, and
Ammon had that as well.

22 But Ammon raised his sword, and said unto him: Behold, I will smite thee except
thou wilt grant unto me that my brethren may be cast out of prison.

23 Now the king, fearing he should lose his life, said: If thou wilt spare me I will grant
unto thee whatsoever thou wilt ask, even to half of the kingdom.

24 Now when Ammon saw that he had wrought upon the old king according to his
desire, he said unto him: If thou wilt grant that my brethren may be cast out of prison,
and also that Lamoni may retain his kingdom, and that ye be not displeased with him,
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but grant that he may do according to his own desires in whatsoever thing he thinketh,
then will I spare thee; otherwise I will smite thee to the earth.

25 Now when Ammon had said these words, the king began to rejoice because of his
life.

26 And when he saw that Ammon had no desire to destroy him, and when he also saw
the great love he had for his son Lamoni, he was astonished exceedingly, and said:
Because this is all that thou hast desired, that I would release thy brethren, and suffer that
my son Lamoni should retain his kingdom, behold, I will grant unto you that my son
may retain his kingdom from this time and forever; and I will govern him no more— The
way both kings’ hearts were prepared and opened is instructive. Lamoni was influenced
by service and faithfulness and devotion (as well as disarming swordsmanship), and his
father was at first influenced by power, then fear, then relief, and finally admiration.

27 And I will also grant unto thee that thy brethren may be cast out of prison, and thou
and thy brethren may come unto me, in my kingdom; for I shall greatly desire to see thee.
For the king was greatly astonished at the words which he had spoken, and also at the
words which had been spoken by his son Lamoni, therefore he was desirous to learn
them.

28 And it came to pass that Ammon and Lamoni proceeded on their journey towards the
land of Middoni. And Lamoni found favor in the eyes of the king of the land; therefore
the brethren of Ammon were brought forth out of prison.

29 And when Ammon did meet them he was exceedingly sorrowful, for behold they
were naked, and their skins were worn exceedingly because of being bound with strong
cords. And they also had suffered hunger, thirst, and all kinds of afflictions; nevertheless
they were patient in all their sufferings. We can’t know how bad their experience was,
how long they were in prison, how much they were tortured.

30 And, as it happened, it was their lot to have fallen into the hands of a more hardened
and a more stiffnecked people; therefore they would not hearken unto their words, and
they had cast them out, and had smitten them, and had driven them from house to house,
and from place to place, even until they had arrived in the land of Middoni; and there
they were taken and cast into prison, and bound with strong cords, and kept in prison for
many days, and were delivered by Lamoni and Ammon.

Alma 21
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1 Now when Ammon and his brethren separated themselves in the borders of the land of
the Lamanites, behold Aaron took his journey towards the land which was called by the
Lamanites, Jerusalem, calling it after the land of their fathers” nativity; and it was away
joining the borders of Mormon.

2 Now the Lamanites and the Amalekites and the people of Amulon had built a great
city, which was called Jerusalem.

3 Now the Lamanites of themselves were sufficiently hardened, but the Amalekites and
the Amulonites were still harder; therefore they did cause the Lamanites that they should
harden their hearts, that they should wax strong in wickedness and their abominations.

4 And it came to pass that Aaron came to the city of Jerusalem, and first began to preach
to the Amalekites. And he began to preach to them in their synagogues, for they had built
synagogues after the order of the Nehors; for many of the Amalekites and the
Amulonites were after the order of the Nehors.

5 Therefore, as Aaron entered into one of their synagogues to preach unto the people,
and as he was speaking unto them, behold there arose an Amalekite and began to
contend with him, saying: What is that thou hast testified? Hast thou seen an angel? Why
do not angels appear unto us? Behold are not this people as good as thy people? Levels
of irony, because it is pretty clear that the Nephites *did* feel superior to other groups.
These people are those influenced by traitorous Nephites...

6 Thou also sayest, except we repent we shall perish. How knowest thou the thought and
intent of our hearts? How knowest thou that we have cause to repent? How knowest
thou that we are not a righteous people? Behold, we have built sanctuaries, and we do
assemble ourselves together to worship God. We do believe that God will save all men.
I think there is a responsible and irresponsible Universalism (depending on whether we
individually take accountability). This is of the irresponsible variety.

7 Now Aaron said unto him: Believest thou that the Son of God shall come to redeem
mankind from their sins?

8 And the man said unto him: We do not believe that thou knowest any such thing. We
do not believe in these foolish traditions. We do not believe that thou knowest of things
to come, neither do we believe that thy fathers and also that our fathers did know
concerning the things which they spake, of that which is to come.

9 Now Aaron began to open the scriptures unto them concerning the coming of Christ,
and also concerning the resurrection of the dead, and that there could be no redemption
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for mankind save it were through the death and sufferings of Christ, and the atonement
of his blood.

10 And it came to pass as he began to expound these things unto them they were angry
with him, and began to mock him; and they would not hear the words which he spake.

11 Therefore, when he saw that they would not hear his words, he departed out of their
synagogue, and came over to a village which was called Ani-Anti, and there he found
Muloki preaching the word unto them; and also Ammah and his brethren. And they
contended with many about the word. If discussions become contentions, probably not
useful to continue.

12 And it came to pass that they saw that the people would harden their hearts, therefore
they departed and came over into the land of Middoni. And they did preach the word
unto many, and few believed on the words which they taught.

13 Nevertheless, Aaron and a certain number of his brethren were taken and cast
into prison, and the remainder of them fled out of the land of Middoni unto the regions
round about.

14 And those who were cast into prison suffered many things, and they were delivered
by the hand of Lamoni and Ammon, and they were fed and clothed.

15 And they went forth again to declare the word, and thus they were delivered for the
first time out of prison; and thus they had suffered. Even though we don’t get many
specifics, the repetition of the word suffering underscores its severity.

16 And they went forth whithersoever they were led by the Spirit of the Lord, preaching
the word of God in every synagogue of the Amalekites, or in every assembly of the
Lamanites where they could be admitted. So much courage is required to open up and
reach out again after suffering so much.

17 And it came to pass that the Lord began to bless them, insomuch that they brought
many to the knowledge of the truth; yea, they did convince many of their sins, and of the
traditions of their fathers, which were not correct.

18 And it came to pass that Ammon and Lamoni returned from the land of Middoni to
the land of Ishmael, which was the land of their inheritance.

19 And king Lamoni would not suffer that Ammon should serve him, or be his servant.
Which presumes that he tried!

20 But he caused that there should be synagogues built in the land of Ishmael; and he
caused that his people, or the people who were under his reign, should assemble
themselves together.
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21 And he did rejoice over them, and he did teach them many things. And he did also
declare unto them that they were a people who were under him, and that they were a
free people, that they were free from the oppressions of the king, his father; for that his
father had granted unto him that he might reign over the people who were in the land of
Ishmael, and in all the land round about. Not surprising to learn that Lamoni’s father was
oppressive, given his violent exchange with Ammon and even his son.

22 And he also declared unto them that they might have the liberty of worshiping the
Lord their God according to their desires, in whatsoever place they were in, if it were in
the land which was under the reign of king Lamoni.

23 And Ammon did preach unto the people of king Lamoni; and it came to pass that he
did teach them all things concerning things pertaining to righteousness. And he did
exhort them daily, with all diligence; and they gave heed unto his word, and they
were zealous for keeping the commandments of God.

Alma 22
1 Now, as Ammon was thus teaching the people of Lamoni continually, we will return to

the account of Aaron and his brethren; for after he departed from the land of Middoni he
was led by the Spirit to the land of Nephi, even to the house of the king which

was over all the land save it were the land of Ishmael; and he was the father of Lamoni.
2 And it came to pass that he went in unto him into the king’s palace, with his brethren,
and bowed himself before the king, and said unto him: Behold, O king, we are the
brethren of Ammon, whom thou hast delivered out of prison.

3 And now, O king, if thou wilt spare our lives, we will be thy servants. And the king
said unto them: Arise, for I will grant unto you your lives, and I will not suffer that ye
shall be my servants; but I will insist that ye shall administer unto me; for I have been
somewhat troubled in mind because of the generosity and the greatness of the words of
thy brother Ammon; and I desire to know the cause why he has not come up out of
Middoni with thee. They are big on the servant approach. It is a good one. Ammon not
coming up would have been dangerous, seen as offensive.

4 And Aaron said unto the king: Behold, the Spirit of the Lord has called him another
way; he has gone to the land of Ishmael, to teach the people of Lamoni.

5 Now the king said unto them: What is this that ye have said concerning the Spirit of
the Lord? Behold, this is the thing which doth trouble me.
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6 And also, what is this that Ammon said —If ye will repent ye shall be saved, and if ye
will not repent, ye shall be cast off at the last day?

7 And Aaron answered him and said unto him: Believest thou that there is a God? And
the king said: I know that the Amalekites say that there is a God, and I have granted unto
them that they should build sanctuaries, that they may assemble themselves together to
worship him. And if now thou sayest there is a God, behold I will believe.

8 And now when Aaron heard this, his heart began to rejoice, and he said: Behold,
assuredly as thou livest, O king, there is a God.

9 And the king said: Is God that Great Spirit that brought our fathers out of the land of
Jerusalem?

10 And Aaron said unto him: Yea, he is that Great Spirit, and he created all things both in
heaven and in earth. Believest thou this?

11 And he said: Yea, I believe that the Great Spirit created all things, and I desire that ye
should tell me concerning all these things, and I will believe thy words.

12 And it came to pass that when Aaron saw that the king would believe his words, he
began from the creation of Adam, reading the scriptures unto the king—how God
created man after his own image, and that God gave him commandments, and that
because of transgression, man had fallen.

13 And Aaron did expound unto him the scriptures from the creation of Adam, laying
the fall of man before him, and their carnal state and also the plan of redemption, which
was prepared from the foundation of the world, through Christ, for all whosoever would
believe on his name. Scriptures seem to be Aaron’s strong point.

14 And since man had fallen he could not merit anything of himself; but the sufferings
and death of Christ atone for their sins, through faith and repentance, and so forth; and
that he breaketh the bands of death, that the grave shall have no victory, and that the
sting of death should be swallowed up in the hopes of glory; and Aaron did expound all
these things unto the king.

15 And it came to pass that after Aaron had expounded these things unto him, the king
said: What shall I do that I may have this eternal life of which thou hast spoken? Yea,
what shall I do that I may be born of God, having this wicked spirit rooted out of my
breast, and receive his Spirit, that I may be filled with joy, that I may not be cast off at
the last day? Behold, said he, I will give up all that I possess, yea, I will forsake my
kingdom, that I may receive this great joy. Personal application: Quest for joy, one of the
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most important experiences to seek in life. To me joy seems richer and deeper than
happiness.

16 But Aaron said unto him: If thou desirest this thing, if thou wilt bow down before
God, yea, if thou wilt repent of all thy sins, and will bow down before God, and call on
his name in faith, believing that ye shall receive, then shalt thou receive the hope which
thou desirest.

17 And it came to pass that when Aaron had said these words, the king did bow down
before the Lord, upon his knees; yea, even he did prostrate himself upon the earth, and
cried mightily, saying:

18 O God, Aaron hath told me that there is a God; and if there is a God, and if thou art
God, wilt thou make thyself known unto me, and I will give away all my sins to know
thee, and that I may be raised from the dead, and be saved at the last day. And now when
the king had said these words, he was struck as if he were dead. This prayer is one of my
favorite verses in all scripture.

19 And it came to pass that his servants ran and told the queen all that had happened
unto the king. And she came in unto the king; and when she saw him lay as if he were
dead, and also Aaron and his brethren standing as though they had been the cause of his
fall, she was angry with them, and commanded that her servants, or the servants of the
king, should take them and slay them. This queen (Lamoni’s mother?) has a very
different temperament than Lamoni’s wife...

20 Now the servants had seen the cause of the king’s fall, therefore they durst not lay
their hands on Aaron and his brethren; and they pled with the queen saying: Why
commandest thou that we should slay these men, when behold one of them
is mightier than us all? Therefore we shall fall before them.

21 Now when the queen saw the fear of the servants she also began to fear exceedingly,
lest there should some evil come upon her. And she commanded her servants that they
should go and call the people, that they might slay Aaron and his brethren.

22 Now when Aaron saw the determination of the queen, he, also knowing the hardness
of the hearts of the people, feared lest that a multitude should assemble themselves
together, and there should be a great contention and a disturbance among them;
therefore he put forth his hand and raised the king from the earth, and said unto him:
Stand. And he stood upon his feet, receiving his strength.

23 Now this was done in the presence of the queen and many of the servants. And when
they saw it they greatly marveled, and began to fear. And the king stood forth, and
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began to minister unto them. And he did minister unto them, insomuch that
his whole household were converted unto the Lord. Dramatic conversion is possible.

24 Now there was a multitude gathered together because of the commandment of the
queen, and there began to be great murmurings among them because of Aaron and his
brethren.

25 But the king stood forth among them and administered unto them. And they
were pacified towards Aaron and those who were with him.

26 And it came to pass that when the king saw that the people were pacified, he caused
that Aaron and his brethren should stand forth in the midst of the multitude, and that
they should preach the word unto them.

27 And it came to pass that the king sent a proclamation throughout all the land,
amongst all his people who were in all his land, who were in all the regions round about,
which was bordering even to the sea, on the east and on the west, and which was divided
from the land of Zarahemla by a narrow strip of wilderness, which ran from the sea east
even to the sea west, and round about on the borders of the seashore, and the borders of
the wilderness which was on the north by the land of Zarahemla, through the borders
of Manti, by the head of the river Sidon, running from the east towards the west—and
thus were the Lamanites and the Nephites divided.

28 Now, the more idle part of the Lamanites lived in the wilderness, and dwelt in tents;
and they were spread through the wilderness on the west, in the land of Nephi; yea, and
also on the west of the land of Zarahemla, in the borders by the seashore, and on the west
in the land of Nephi, in the place of their fathers’ first inheritance, and thus bordering
along by the seashore.

29 And also there were many Lamanites on the east by the seashore, whither the
Nephites had driven them. And thus the Nephites were nearly surrounded by the
Lamanites; nevertheless the Nephites had taken possession of all the northern parts of the
land bordering on the wilderness, at the head of the river Sidon, from the east to the west,
round about on the wilderness side; on the north, even until they came to the land which
they called Bountiful.

30 And it bordered upon the land which they calledDesolation, it being so far northward
that it came into the land which had been peopled and been destroyed, of
whose bones we have spoken, which was discovered by the people of Zarahemla, it being
the place of their firstlanding.
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31 And they came from there up into the south wilderness. Thus the land on the
northward was called Desolation, and the land on the southward was called Bountiful, it
being the wilderness which is filled with all manner of wild animals of every kind, a part
of which had come from the land northward for food.

32 And now, it was only the distance of a day and a half’s journey for a Nephite, on the
line Bountiful and the land Desolation, from the east to the west sea; and thus the land of
Nephi and the land of Zarahemla were nearly surrounded by water, there being a
small neck of land between the land northward and the land southward.

33 And it came to pass that the Nephites had inhabited the land Bountiful, even from the
east unto the west sea, and thus the Nephites in their wisdom, with their guards and their
armies, had hemmed in the Lamanites on the south, that thereby they should have no
more possession on the north, that they might not overrun the land northward.

34 Therefore the Lamanites could have no more possessions only in the land of Nephi,
and the wilderness round about. Now this was wisdom in the Nephites—as the
Lamanites were an enemy to them, they would not suffer their afflictions on every hand,
and also that they might have a country whither they might flee, according to their
desires.

35 And now I, after having said this, return again to the account of Ammon and Aaron,
Omner and Himni, and their brethren.

Additional Reading: N/A

Scripture Chain: N/A

Original Read through (July 2012)

Chapter 17
2: which scriptures?

3: look at models of authority in the Book of Mormon

“altar of God”, only Ps. 43:4 and here

6: we easily forget the significance of their past (Mos. 29:8-9)
7: history of weapons? Look at Biblical parallels

Note literary complexity of these chapters
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10: theodicy: The comforting God (weeping God of Moses 7)

14-16: Mormon and his lessons

23: understated humor

25: a dangerous refusal

26: What's up with “Lamanitish”? (only 2x, chaps 17, 19)

26: *all* the Lamanites watered their flocks in one area? (or Mormon is overgeneralizing?)
29: sees benefit of hardship, but motivations?

33: Note Ammon'’s disproportionate role

Repetition “not a few”

36: repetition of “astonished”

What animals could these have been? Of course in both Hebrew and Greek there are words for “small grazing
animals”

Chapter 18
2: Great Spirit: High God, Native American, but also widespread

5: No taboos? Highly unusual. Narrator prejudices again showing?

8: LOVE this verse. Understatement, but also POWERFUL personal application.

9: horses and chariots: anachronism?

10: how does this fit into the history of political organization?

10: again, amazing personal application. Truly listening to what people ask and say, then do it, reliability, etc.
11: bad grammar which has implications on nature of translation (durst is past tense)

12: Rabbanah, Hebrew/Aramaic, variation of “Rabouni”? (John 20)

14: time reckoning?

16-20: Exemplary teaching. Listen, responsive, preparation, meet people where they are
17 & 21, contrast what willing to do

22: wise + harmless: cf. Matt. 10:16

23: guile?

31: worldview

34: speaks carefully to prevent misunderstanding

36-39: Plan of redemption, parallel with Aaron, also note biblical presuppositions
Carefully note the queen’s primary, protagonist role

Chapter 19

1. Sepulchre?

2: Queen main character

5: “he doth not stink” Funny, but also intimate and touching

6: Notice the powerful repetition of light & dark; Ammon knows from personal experience (Mosiah 27:29)
8: not dead...sleepeth, cf. Mark 5:39 (Jarius’ daughter)

10: great faith.. cf. Luke 7:9 (healing centurion’s servant)

12: “woman” NT parallels,

13: “born of a woman” Job 3x; cf. Gal. 4:4
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14 overpowered with joy

16: Abish, another key character. One of only *six* named women in the Book of Mormon (three from Bible:
Eve, Sarah, Mary; three from BoM: Sariah, Abish, Isabel)

Vision of her father. Brief reference to fuller story. Is this subjective or objective genitive? Parallels suggest
subjective, would be unique if it were a vision of her father rather than had by her father.
17: KEY POINT. Our expectations in sharing, we need to be sensitive how others will react, etc (cf. vs. 28)
18: behold he was a Nephite. Humor

22: Discussion point: Miracles, theology, problematic

29: Queen first, prophesies

30: glossolalia

31: interesting usage of “heard” (like “listened t0”)

33: KEY POINT: Theme, hearts changed, desires changed, transformation

35: Word studies: Church, synagogue, Hebrew and Greek equivalents

36: Mormon’s theme; “pour out his spirit” only in BoM, only in Mos/Alma/Helaman

Chapter 20

4: afterthought, humor

Note: find resources on names in the Book of Mormon

Hardy’s cf Mosiah 10:12-17: agent vs. victim

17: Discussion point, doctrine, problematic?

18: blood cry from the ground (only Mormon scripture with this wording)

23: “half the kingdom” how fits in historical context/parallels?

24: coercion/might makes right?

27: word search “astonished”

29: all kinds of afflictions. How bad? They were naked in prison...

30: “their lot” fate or just figure of speech?

Chapter 21

4: Nehor: See Alma 1, but seems disproportionate influence

6: “God will save all men” historically out of place? History of idea?

8: don’t know things to come.. BoM apostate theme and foil (Jacob 4:4) Sherem, Jacob 7:7
Only Zoramite and Lamanites have “synagogues”; Nephites have churches

19: he tried J

Chapter 22

3: Power of personal example. Also a dangerous question here.

Note parallels and differences

13-14: Plan of Redemption: 1 Cor 15, Mosiah 16, Mormon 7; Rom. 5:2; Col. 1:27

15ff: Note the progression of dad Lamoni’s offers, transformation, conversion, key passage
15: Aaron DID forsake his kingdom

17ff: Agnostic prayer! Love it, validates lack of complete knowing

18: Give away all my sins. Yup, that is the price

25-26: Was the queen not pacified?

Cf. geography studies
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